
 VIDEO 
 Well, Merry Christmas again everyone! 

 Christmas came early for me this year. 

 Two weeks early to be precise. 

 On December 11th we held an amazing event called GIVE. 

 We invited our parishioners and neighbors to visit our campus 

 lit up for the holidays. 

 They viewed scenes from our Living Nativity, 

 donated gifts for those in need and even met a visitor from the North Pole. 

 SCREEN  : GIVE picture 
 Over 70 parishioners helped with GIVE - including dozens of children. 

 Here’s a picture taken at the end of the night. 

 The children were dressed as angels, shepherds, kings and animals. 

 And they were incredible - they really got into it. 

 Now, my job for GIVE was to stand at the front doors of the church 

 to help greet all our guests. 

 This was the perfect place to be. 

 I got to see everyone’s smiles as they arrived 

 and heard all their comments as they left. 

 As one parishioner headed to her car she said, 

 “Thanks for giving me hope!” 

 And I thought, that’s it! 

 That’s what GIVE was all about, 

 filling people with hope so they could share hope with others. 

 SCREEN  : manger scene 
 And that’s exactly what this celebration is all about. 

 Filling you with hope so you can share hope with others. 

 So, what does the birth of Jesus have to do with hope? 

 Well, to answer that, we need to go back to the very beginning, 

 back to Adam and Eve in the garden. 

 God created a perfect world, then sin entered in and everything changed. 



 Suddenly there was doubt and confusion, fear and shame. 

 Suddenly there was death and despair. 

 God could have given up and turned his back on creation, 

 but he didn’t. 

 God kept loving the children he created and 

 made a plan to redeem them - to redeem us. 

 When you think about all the ways God could 

 have saved humanity, you have to wonder why he chose the way he did. 

 Why a baby, born to a young couple, from a small insignificant town, 

 2000 years ago? 

 God knew that the best way to rescue us was to become one of us. 

 When Christ was born, God took on our humanity and vulnerability. 

 God entered our world - a world of chaos, confusion, and doubt - 

 to show us the way forward, to give us hope. 

 And as we heard in the video we just watched, hope is not wishful thinking. 

 Hope is remembering God’s faithfulness and 

 trusting in God’s plans for the future - our futures. 

 Hope is our belief that God is with us and always will be. 

 And when we truly believe this, we live differently. 

 So if the hope of Christmas is what  brings us together today, 

 what can help us to experience this hope 

 and to keep it in our hearts year round? 

 Since Christmas is about gifts, 

 I want to mention three gifts from God - three things that can help you 

 have and keep the hope of Christmas throughout the year. 

 The first gift is found in the name the angel gave Jesus 

 when his coming was announced. 

 He named him Emmanuel, which means: 

 SCREEN  : God is with us. 
 God’s greatest gift is his presence in the world. 

 God is with us - each one of us - and all humanity. 



 Take a look at any manger scene. 

 The baby Jesus is always in the center, between Mary and Joseph. 

 That’s how close God wants to be to his children. 

 And God wants nothing to ever separate humanity from him or his love. 

 See, God has a vision of how our world should be. 

 We heard what this was earlier this month from the Prophet Isaiah. 

 Isaiah had a vision of a time when all of creation would be at peace. 

 This is God’s hope and it should be ours too. 

 So even though sin and darkness, despair and doubt, surround us, 

 God tells us that things can get better. 

 Wars can end and nations can rebuild. 

 The hungry can be fed. 

 Injustice and hatred can be overcome. 

 This only becomes possible by remaining hopeful and 

 believing that God is with us. 

 So that’s the first gift from God, an assurance of his eternal presence with us. 

 The second gift is more personal. 

 SCREEN  : God is with you 
 Not only is God with everyone, God promises to be with you. 

 God sent his Son for you, you personally. 

 To rescue you and lead you to salvation. 

 And God promises to never leave your side, not once, not for a single second. 

 God created you to be with him always…..always. 

 Even when your life gets messy and chaotic and confusing, God is with you. 

 Even when wars rage within you, God is there. 

 Even when the future seems uncertain, God is with you. 

 And God has a vision of how your life can be. 

 Wants you to become the best version of yourself. 

 God is on your side and always will be. 

 And one of the best ways you can experience God’s presence 

 in your life is through: 



 SCREEN  : prayer 
 Now, prayer can be defined in lots of ways, 

 but prayer is simply conversation with God. 

 Prayer can be in whatever form or words you choose. 

 How does prayer help you to remain hopeful? 

 Well first, anytime you connect with God in prayer, 

 you are tapping into a spiritual reality, a divine Kingdom. 

 Prayer reminds you that there is more to life than what you see around you. 

 When you take time to talk with God, 

 you discover God’s plan for your life. 

 And God does have a plan - for you personally. 

 If you aren’t sure what that plan is, ask God to show you. 

 Prayer is a gift from God, but it is also one of the best gifts to give yourself. 

 Prayer can calm you, settle you, fill you with peace. 

 With prayer, any brokenness or trauma you’ve experienced can be healed. 

 Your sins forgiven. 

 And prayer has the power to change you - to soften your heart 

 and help you become kinder and more loving. 

 And as we heard in our video, prayer 

 is letting the long-awaited messiah make his home with you. 

 So, God is with us, God is with you, 

 the final gift is given when you share hope with others. 

 SCREEN  : give hope to others 
 One of the things I love about this time of the year 

 is that people act differently. 

 They smile more, they go out of their way to greet others, 

 they’re more generous to those they otherwise overlook. 

 At Christmas they might reconnect with family or friends they’ve lost touch with. 

 This is part of that hopeful vision God has for the world. 

 But it shouldn’t be this way only at Christmas. 

 This is how God wants us to live every day, year round. 



 So I want to challenge you to give hope to others starting today 

 and every day of the new year. 

 When you are celebrating with family and friends, 

 be joyful, be helpful, be kind and forgiving. 

 When you see people in need, be generous 

 and compassionate. 

 Be the hope you want to see in the world. 

 Jesus is the Hope of Christmas. 

 Today, I invite you to embrace hope. 

 Know that God is with you, always. 

 And in whatever ways you can, 

 help others to experience God’s presence this Christmas.  Amen. + 


